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NUDO, MANI IN ALTO! 
NAKED, HANDS UP! 

 
 
Curated by Angela Madesani 
 
 
Opening and performance INERTE/INERME Thursday 16 January, 2020, from 6.30 pm  
From 17 January to 18 April, 2020 
 
A publication with texts by selected authors including Angela Madesani (art historian and curator), 
Matteo Bonazzi (philosopher and psychoanalyst) and Cristiano Seganfreddo will accompany the 
exhibition. 
 
Visitors will be invited to take part in a sociological survey by answering a questionnaire written by 
Matteo Bonazzi.  
 
On Thursday 16 January, Galleria Fumagalli will present the first solo show at the gallery by Stefano Scheda 
(Faenza, 1957). “Nudo, mani in alto! Naked, hands up!” is an invitation to reflect on concept of nudity, from 
art history to social networks. New works along with historical pieces are presented in an exhibition layout 
purposely left in half-light. On the opening night the performance INERTE/INERME will take place. 
 
«Why is nobody shocked by the Riace bronzes, why is nobody horrified in front of Michelangelo’s David or 
of the male nudes of neoclassic art whereas Same same but different, the work by Stefano Scheda with two 
naked men coming out of water and greeting each other, creates such a concern in those who see it? Why 
do social media ban it? Why does it raise public complain?». These are the questions that prompted the 
invite to Stefano Scheda to conceive an exhibition project for Galleria Fumagalli spaces and which introduce 
the text written by Angela Madesani – collected together with other critical contributions in a book in 
course of publication. 
 
Stefano Scheda’s work is often characterized by the use of the nude, meant not in an erotic or voyeuristic 
turn but in its social outcomes. The title of the exhibition “Nudo, mani in alto! Naked, hands up!” 
deliberately refers to a body exposed to weaknesses and life complications, a body that is not protected 
even by clothes. «We are all bare in physical and spiritual vulnerability, but not certain of a brotherhood» - 
explains Stefano Scheda. Nudity, which is observed in the first encounter with the work, does not end with 
the exposition of a naked body and constitutes only the first grade of staging of the human condition. The 
observers are invited to question and test their own threshold of tolerance in front of a nude physique that, 
caught by the artist’s ironic eye, shows a sublimated and archetypical image of the body.  
 
On display the video Meteo (2004), presented for the first time at the ZKM Center for Art and Media in 
Karlsruhe in 2006: naked bodies of men and women, not completely in focus, appear still on a shoreline 
with round mirrors at their stomachs height. Two disturbing elements, the sunlight reflected from the 
glasses and the sound of machine guns coming from a space capsule, act on the scene by creating an 
annoying and alienating effect. In this work nudity is evocative of the human limit in front of the greatness 
of historical and natural events, and in the photographic diptych Same same but different (2018) is captured 
in its innocence and purity portraying the bodies where the sea meets the earth. In and out of this confine, 
water is for the artist symbolic of the hope for a rebirth, as the title of the sculpture Terramare (2015), made 
with a tire and an air chamber, also evokes. The precariousness of being is expressed equally by the image 
photographed in Figura I (1996), a naked body that seems to surrender to life: “hands up”. 
 
 



	

 

 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 
Stefano Scheda, born in Faenza in 1957, lives in Bologna where teaches “Strategia dell’Invenzione” (“Invention 
Strategy”) at the Academy of Fine Arts. His research is aimed at capturing the gaps of reality without altering its 
objective appearance rather exposing its frictions, the “somewhere else”. The ambiguity of real and illusory 
images is revealed in the works of the artist often evoking a sense of estrangement in the observer, as in the case 
of the photographic series that portray buildings dressed by vegetation or embracing the landscape in mirrored 
doors and windows. The mirror as a reflecting surface and the water, the sea, as an archetype of the threshold of 
life and death are recurrent elements in the research on the relationships between body, architecture and 
landscape. These connections, which the artist captures in image, reveal ways of speculation on the perception of 
reality and make its dialectical process visible. The nude human body, devoid of erotic connotations, seizes 
corporeality as a combined spatial element, as an “image within the image”, in the same way as mirrors reflect 
what lies ahead.         
Stefano Scheda is the founder of “Marradi Campana Infesta” (www.marradicampanainfesta.it). The art event 
reaches its seventh edition in 2020. People of Marradi encounter the students of the Bologna Academy of Fine 
Arts, artists and thinkers invited to discuss different topics, maintaining an elective relationship with the 
marradese poet Dino Campana. 
Stefano Scheda took part in numerous national and international exhibitions in institutions such as Ghisla Art 
Collection in Locarno (2019), MAMbo in Bologna (2017), Palazzina Azzurra in San Benedetto del Tronto (2017, 2006), 
MART and Galleria Civica in Trento (2015, 2011), Museo Revoltella (2013) and Salone degli Incanti in Trieste (2012), 
The Leslie/Lohman Foundation in New York (2012, 2009), Kunstverein Augsburg (2010), Centro d'Arte 
Contemporanea del Ticino in Bellinzona (2009, 2007), Merano Arte (2009), Kunsthalle Wien (2009), ZKM Center for 
Art and Media in Karlsruhe (2006), Museo d’Arte Contemporanea Villa Croce in Genova (2006), “fuoribiennale” 
Venice Biennale (2005), Kunsthalle Goppingen (2005), Museo della Permanente in Milano (2005), Ursula Blickle 
Stiftung in Kraichtal- Unteröwisheim (2005, 2001), GAM (2004, 2001) and Villa delle Rose in Bologna (2002, 2001, 
1997), Mücsarnok Kunsthalle in Budapest (2002), Rupertinum Museum in Salzburg (2000), Kunstsammlungen in 
Chemnitz (2000), Museo Ken Damy in Brescia (1996, 1995).  
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